TRUE  HISTORY 


OF  THE 


AMNESTY  PROCLAMATION. 


An  Open  Letter  From  The  Tribune  to  the 
Mormon  People. 


It  has  been  the  desire  of  The  Trib- 
une Publishing  Company  for  some  time, 
in  view  of  the  scandalous  charges 
made  by  the  infamous  Deseret  News, 
to  publish  to  the  Mormon  people  the 
true  history  of  the  amnesty  granted  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
all  polygamists,  and  the  causes  that  led 
to  the  application  for  it,  and  to  the  is- 
suing of  the  proclamation,  but  the  edi- 
tor-in-chief of  the  paper  refused  per- 
mission. "We  now  take  advantage  of 
his  temporary  absence  to  give  the  facts, 
as  we  think  the  Mormon  people  should 
know  them. 

In  1891-2,  as  will  be  remembered  by 
you  all,  there  were  over  one  hundred 
people  in  the  penitentiary,  sent  there 
for  practicing  polygamy.  It  is  true 
that  in  all  those  cases  any  of  those 
men  could  have  been  liberated  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice  by  merely  promising  to 
obey  the  laws;  but  it  is  also  true  that 
the  dread  of  the  social  and  business 
ostracism  that  they  would  suffer  was 
greater  to  them  than  their  punishment 
of  being  incarcerated  in  the  peniten- 
tiary, and  they  consequently  refused 
to  do  it.  There  were  a  great  many 
cases,  however,  that  for  reasons  pecu- 
liar to  the  person  or  to  those  depend- 
ent upon  him,  appealed  to  the  hearts  of 


people  not  Mormons,  and  The  Tribune 
office  was  besieged  nearly  every  day 
with  petitioners  asking  the  editor-in- 
chief  of  The  Tribune  to  write  to  the 
President  for  pardons,  citing  different 
reasons.  In  nearly  all  these  cases  the 
editor  of  The  Tribune  did  apply  for 
and  obtain  those  pardons.  It  took  up 
a  great  deal  of  his  time,  and  one  day, 
in  1892,  Amos  Howe  and  Prank  Arm- 
strong came  into  The  Tribune  office 
urging  him  to  ask  the  pardon  of  two 
men  who  were  then  under  indictment 
and  in  hiding,  and  both  of  them  Apos- 
tles. The  editor  of  The  Tribune  said 
to  them,  "Why  continue  this  thing  of 
asking  by  piecemeal?  Why  not,  if  you 
are  honest  in  this  matter,  as  I  believe 
you  now  to  be,  apply  for  general  am- 
nesty?" They  thought  it  could  not  be 
done,  but  the  editor  said,  "I  think  it 
can,  and  if  you  people  mean  it,  it  will 
be  a  great  day  for  Utah.  The  bicker- 
ings and  strife  will  cease,  and  we  will 
all  go  to  work  to  build  up  our  great 
State."  He  then  sat  down  and  wrote 
out  the  following  petition  for  general 
amnesty: 

"To  the  President  of  the  United 
States: — We,  the  First  Presidency  and 
Apostles  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  beg  respectfully 


to     represent  to  your  Excellency     the 
following  facts: 

"We  formerly  taught  to  our  people 
that  polygamy,  or  celestial  marriage, 
as  commanded  by  God  through  Joseph 
Smith,  was  right;  that  it  was  a  neces- 
sity to  man's  highest  exaltation  in  the 
life  to  come. 

"That  doctrine  was  publicly  promul- 
gated by  our  President,  the  late  Brig- 
ham  Young,  forty  years  ago,  and  was 
steadily  taught  and  impressed  upon 
the  Latter-day  Saints  up  to  September, 
1890.  Our  people  are  devout  and  sin- 
cere, and  they  accepted  the  doctrine 
and  many  personally  embraced  and 
practiced  polygamy. 

"When  the  Government  sought  to 
stamp  the  practice  out,  our  people,  al- 
most without  exception,  remained  firm, 
for  they,  while  having  no  desire  to  op- 
pose the  Government  in  anything,  still 
felt'  that  their  lives  and  their  honor  as 
men  were  pledged  to  a  vindication  of 
their  creed,  and  that  their  duty  toward 
those  whose  lives  were  a  part  of  their 
own,  was  a  paramount  one,  to  fulfill 
which  they  had  no  right  to  count  any- 
thing, not  even  their  own  lives,  as 
standing  in  the  way. 

"Following  this  conviction,  hundreds 
endured  arrest,  trial,  fine  and  impris- 
onment, and  the  immeasurable  suffer- 
ing borne  by  the  faithful  people  no  lan- 
guage can  describe.  That  suffering,  in 
abated  form,  still  continues. 

"More,  the  Government  added  dis- 
franchisement to  its  other  punishments 
for  those  who  clung  to  their  faith  and 
fulfilled  its  covenants. 

"According  to  our  creed,  the  head  of 
our  church  receives  from  time  to  time 
revelations  for  the  religious  guidance 
of  his  people.  In  September,  1890,  the 
present  head  of  the  church,  in  anguish 
and  prayer,  cried  to  God  for  help  for 
his  flock,  and  received  permission  to 
advise  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  that 
the  law  commanding  polygamy  was 
henceforth  suspended. 

"At  the  great  semi-annual  conference, 
which  was  held  a  few  days  later,  this 
was  submitted  to  the  people,  number- 
ing many  thousands,  and  representing 
every  community  of  the  people  in  Utah, 
and  was  by  them,  in  the  most  solemn 


manner,  accepted  as  the  future  rule  of 
their  lives. 

"They  have  since  been  faithful  to  the 
covenants  made  that  day. 

"At  the  late  October  conference,  after 
a  year  had  passed  by,  the 'matter  was 
once  more  submitted  to  the  thousands 
of  people  gathered  together,  and  they 
again,  in  the  most  potential  manner, 
ratified  the  solemn  covenant. 

"This  being  the  true  situation,  and 
believing  that  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  simply  the  vindication  of  its 
own  authority,  and  to  compel  obedi- 
ence to  its  laws,  and  that  it  takes  no 
pleasure  in  persecution,  we  respectfully 
pray  that  full  amnesty  may  be  ex- 
tended to  all  who  are  under  disabilities' 
because  of  the  operation  of  the  so- 
called  Edmunds-Tucker  law. 

"Our  people  are  scattered;  homes 
are  made  desolate;  many  are  still  im- 
prisoned; others  are  banished  or  in 
hiding. 

"Our  hearts  bleed  for  these.  In  the 
past  they  followed  our  counsels,  and, 
while  they  are  thus  afflicted,  our  souls 
are  in  sack-cloth  and  ashes. 

"We  believe  that  there  is  no  where 
in  the  Union  a  more  loyal  people  than 
the  Latter-day  Saints.  They  know  no 
other  country  except  this.  They  ex- 
pect to  live  and  die  on  this  soil. 

"When  the  men  of  the  South,  who 
were  in  rebellion  against  the  Govern- 
ment, in  1865  threw  down  their  arms 
and  asked  for  recognition  along  the  old 
lines  of  citizenship,  the  Government 
hastened  to  grant  their  prayer.  To  be 
at  peace  with  the  Government,  and  in 
harmony  with  their  fellow-citizens  who 
are  not  of  their  faith,  and  to  share  in 
the  confidence  of  the  Government  and 
people,  our  people  have  voluntarily 
put  aside  something  which  all  their 
lives  they  have  believed  to  be  a  sacred 
principle. 

"Have  they  not  the  right  to  ask  for 
such  clemency  as  comes  when  the 
claims  of  both  law  and  justice  have 
been  fully  liquidated? 

"As  shepherds  of  a  patient  and  suf- 
fering people,  we  ask  amnesty  for 
them,  and  pledge  our  faith  and  honor 
for  their  future. 

"And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

"Salt  Lake  City,  December,  1891." 


This  petition  was  taken  by  two  of  the 
Twelve  to  President  Woodruff.  He  read 
it  and,  as  they  afterward  said,  with 
tears  streaming-  down  his  cheeks,  he 
signed  it  without  dotting  an  "i"  or 
crossing  a  "t."  It  was  signed  by  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  Brigham  Young,  who  was  then  ab- 
sent in  Europe,  and  the  granting  of  the 
amnesty  was  recommended  by  the  then 
Governor,  A.  L.  Thomas;  the  then  Chief 
Justice.  Charles  S.  Zane,  and  by  The 
Salt  Lake  Tribune,  and  sent  to  Gen. 
Benjamin  Harrison,  then  President  of 
the  United  States.  This  petition  was 
forwarded  by  Gov.  Thomas  to  the  Pres- 
ident, with  the  warm  indorsement  of 
himself  and  Judge  Zane,  as  being 
signed  by  "men  who  would  not  lightly 
pledge  their  faith  and  honor  to  the 
Government,  or  subscribe  to  such  a 
document  without  having  fully  resolved 
to  make  their  words  good  in  letter  and 
spirit."  A  strong  letter  from  The 
Tribune  asking  for  the  pardon  was 
also  sent  to  an  influential  friend 
of  the  editor's  in  Washington,  to  be 
presented  to  the  President.  That  friend 
had  gone  to  Europe,  so  the  letter  lay 
for  some  weeks  without  response,  when 
Judge  Goodwin  wrote  to  Senator  Pad- 
dock and  asked  him  to  go  to  his  friend's 
office,  get  the  letter  and  present  it. 
Not  satisfied  with  that,  the  editor  of 
The  Tribune  asked  the  business  mana- 
ger to  go  to  Washington  and  accom- 
pany Senator  Paddock  to  the  President, 
which  was  done. 

Attorney-General  Miller  advised  the 
President  that  there  was  some  doubt 
about  his  authority  to  grant  such  am- 
nesty. On  learning  of  this  by  tele- 
graph, the  editor  of  The  Tribune  looked 
up,  with  the  aid  of  legal  friends,  the 
authority,  and  cited  cases  to  Senator 
Paddock,  which  Attorney-General  Mil- 
ler said  were  conclusive. 

But  in  the  meantime  three  or  four 
months  had  passed  away,  and  the 
President  feared  to  grant  the  amnesty 


lest  it  would  be  put  down  as  an  effort 
to  make  political  capital  for  his  cam- 
paign, but  promised  after  the  campaign 
was  over  to  grant  the  amnesty,  and  on 
January  4,  1893,  he  issued  his  amnesty 
proclamation. 

This  is  the  way  The  Tribune  has  been 
an  enemy  to  "our"  people,  or  this  pe- 
culiar people.  Whenever  a  great  trial 
came  upon  them,  it  was  to  The  Salt 
Lake  Tribune  they  appealed,  and  it 
never  failed  them.  Have  we  a  right  to 
talk  to  this  people?    We  think  so. 

It  will  be  at  least  admitted  by  most 
people,  considering  the  part  The  Trib- 
une took  in  obtaining  the  pardon  for 
polygamists.  that  it  should  know  some- 
thing about  the  meaning  that  was 
given  to  the  manifesto  and  the  declara- 
tions, testimony  and  documents  that 
followed  it,  at  that  time.  And  we  say 
to  the  Mormons  and  Gentiles  alike,  that 
during  all  this  time,  in  talks  that  we 
have  had  with  the  leaders  of  the 
church,  there  was  never  but  one  inter- 
pretation given  to  it,  and  that  was 
that  the  practice  of  polygamy  should 
cease.  George  Q.  Cannon  has  stated, 
time  after  time,  and  we  believe  him, 
that  that  was  his  interpretation;  that 
he  intended  to  live  within  the  law,  and 
has  lived  within  it  since.  Wilford  Wood- 
ruff swore  to  the  intention  of  the  mani- 
festo, that  the  practice  of  polygamy,  in- 
cluding unlawful  cohabitation,  should 
cease,  as  did  President  Lorenzo  Snow 
and  Joseph  P.  Smith,  and  we  now  be- 
lieve that  the  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple for  two  or  three  years  afterward 
faithfully  observed  that  interpretation. 


The  manifesto  was  received  by  the 
whole  country  as  the  surrender  on  the 
part  of  the  Mormon  people  of  the  con- 
troversy so  long  waged;  the  chief  of 
the  church  so  interpreted  it,  and  for 
three  years  the  Mormon  people  so  ob- 
served it.  Presidents  Woodruff  and 
Snow  testified  emphatically  in  the  es- 
cheat case  that  this  was  the  true  mean- 


ing  of  the  manifesto.  President  Wood- 
ruff, who  promulgated  the  manifesto, 
replied  under  oath  to  Attorney  Dick- 
son's question  (Mr.  Dickson  being  attor- 
ney for  the  church)  that  "There  should 
be  no  association  with  plural  wives;  in 
other  words,  that  unlawful  cohabita- 
tion, as  it  is  named  and  SDoken  of, 
should  also  stop,  as  well  as  future  poly- 
gamous marriages,"  saying  (we  quote 
verbatim),  "Yes,  sir,  that  has  been  the 
intention."  President  Snow  swore  at 
the  same  time  that  the  scope  of  the 
manifesto  was  that  the  law  should  be 
observed  in  all  matters  concerning 
plural  marriage,  embracing  the  present 
condition  of  those  that  had  previously 
entered  into  marriage.  Apostle  Lund 
swore  the  same.  President  Joseph  F. 
Smith  said  in  reply  to  Franklin  S.  Rich- 
ards's  question  whether  the  manifesto 
applied  to  the  cohabitation  of  men  and 
women  in  plural  marriage  where  it  had 
already  existed:  "I  think  the  effect  of 
it  is  so;  I  don't  see  how  the  effect  of  it 
can  be  otherwise." 

Upon  this  testimony  followed  the  de- 
cree of  the  court,  that  the  practice  of 
polygamy  had  been  abandoned,  all  un- 
derstanding this  to  mean  unlawful  co- 
habitation as  well  as  future  polyga- 
mous marriages,  that  decree  favoring 
the  restoration  of  the  escheated  prop- 
erty. Afterward,  and  on  the  same  lines, 
and  on  the  same  understanding,  came 
the  resolution  of  Congress  restoring  the 
escheated  property. 


Mr.  Richards,  counsel  for  the  church 
in  the  hearing  before  the  Senate  com- 
mittee that  had  in  charge  the  matter 
of  restoring  the  escheated  church 
property,  read  this  testimony  of  the 
heads  of  the  church  as  proof  that  the 
practice  of  polygamy  had  been  aban- 
doned; and  he  further  read  as  added 
proof  to  the  same  purport,  the  famous 
Times  interview  with  Presidents  Wood- 
ruff and  Cannon,  reproduced  in  the 
church  organ  in  its  issue  of  July  4,  1891, 


with  editorial  indorsement.  In  that 
interview  the  reporter  asked:  "Would 
you  or  any  officer  of  the  church  au- 
thorize a  polygamous  marriage  or 
countenance  the  practice  of  unlawful 
cohabitation?"  The  reply  was,  "Again 
we  have  to  say  we  can  only  speak  for 
ourselves,  and  say  that  we  would  not 
authorize  any  such  marriage  or  any 
practice  violative  of  the  law."  The  re- 
porter, persisting,  again  asked,  "Is  it 
your  understanding  that  the  Mormon 
people  are  in  good  faith  observing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting 
polygamy  and  unlawful  cohabitation?" 
And  again  Presidents  Woodruff  and 
Cannon  replied.  "That  is  our  under- 
standing." Could  anything  be  more 
comprehensive  than  this? 


Then  followed  the  petition  for  am- 
nesty, quoted  above;  the  central  point 
of  which  was  that  the  people  "have 
voluntarily  put  aside  something  whi;h 
all  their  lives  they  have  believed  to  be 
a  sacred  principle."  But  if  they  have 
not  put  aside  the  living  in  polygamous 
relations,  what  was  it  they  "put  aside?" 
Certainly  it  could  not  have  been  future 
polygamous  marriages;  covenants  not 
yet  entered  into;  for  on  no  construc- 
tion of  language  could  that  be  said  to 
be  anything  "put  aside,"  for  these  had 
not  been  entered  into,  and  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  put  aside  that  which  is  not  pres- 
ent. 


Again,  President  Woodruff  at  Logan, 
on  November  1,  1891,  spoke  to  the  Saints 
concerning  the  manifesto;  and  put  to 
them  this  question,  "Which  is  the 
wisest  course  for  Latter-day  Saints  to 
pursue — to  continue  to  attempt  to  prac- 
tice plural  marriage,  with  the  laws  of 
the  Nation  against  it  and  the  opposi- 
tion of  sixty  millions  of  people,  and  at 
the  cost  of  the  confiscation  and  loss  of 
all  the  temples,  and  the  stopping  of  all 
the  ordinances  therein,  both  for  the 
living  and  the  dead,  and  the  imprison- 


ment  of  the  First  Presidency  and 
Twelve  and  the  heads  of  families  in 
the  church  and  the  confiscation  of  per- 
sonal property  of  the  people  (all  of 
which  of  themselves  would  stop 
the  practice),  or  after  doing  and 
suffering  what  we  have  through 
our  adherence  to  the  principle 
to  cease  the  practice  and  sub- 
mit to  the  law,  and  through  doing  so, 
leave  the  prophets,  apostles  and  fathers 
at  home,  so  that  they  can  instruct  the 
people  and  attend  to  the  duties  of  the 
church,  and  also  leave  the  temples  in 
the  hands  of  the  Saints,  so  that  they 
can  attend  to  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel,  both  for  the  living  and  the 
dead?"  And  he  continued:  "The  Lord 
showed  me  by  vision  and  revelation  ex- 
actly what  would  take  place  if  we  did 
not  stop  this  practice." 

He  continued,  picturing  the  state  of 
affairs  foreshadowed  in  the  question, 
and  he  put  it  to  the  Saints  whether  it 
were  not  better  to  stop  the  confusion  by 
the  manifesto  than  to  suffer  further 
prosecutions  under  the  law,  thus  leav- 
ing "the  prophets  and  apostles  and 
fathers  free  men,  and  the  temples  in 
the  hands  of  the  people,  so  the  dead 
may  be  redeemed." 

Now,  what  was  scattering  the  leaders 
of  the  people,  so  graphically  referred  to 
by  President  Woodruff  in  this  speech? 
Certainly  not  prosecutions  for  polyga- 
mous marriages;  but  prosecutions  for 
unlawful  cohabitation.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter of  common  knowledge,  upon  which 
there  is  no  possible  chance  for  quibbing 
or  evasion.  It  is  as  certain  as  lan- 
guage can  make  it,  that  President 
Woodruff  in  this  speech  referred  to 
the  practice  of  unlawful  cohabitation, 
and  that  this  is  what  under  the  mani- 
festo was  to  be  given  up 


Under  this  undoubted  meaning,  The 
Tribune  accepted  the  Mormon  protes- 
tations in  good  faith;  it  was  so  thor- 
oughly earnest  in  this  that  at  times  it 


was  sneeringly  referred  to  as  the  other 
organ  of  the  church.  This  state  of  con- 
fidence continued  through  the  early 
days  of  Statehood,  until  the  time  of  the 
declarations  of  the  Utah  Presbytery 
at  Manti  in  August,  1898.  Those  decla- 
rations were  substantially  that  the  old 
order  of  polygamous  living  had  been 
restored,  and  that  illegitimate  children 
were  being  born  by  thousands  all 
over  the  State.  We  put  it  to  the  church 
organ  to  speak  if  the  charges  were 
true,  reminding  it  of  its  aforetime 
pledge  to  co-operate  with  us  if  it  were 
found  that  good  faith  were  not  being 
observed.  What  was  the  reply?  The 
ministers  who  set  forth  the  facts  were 
denounced  as  falsifiers,  slanderers  and 
bearers  of  false  witness  against  their 
neighbors;  it  was  said  that  they  were 
spreading  false  reports  throughout  the 
country  with  sinister  purpose,  and  to 
gull  the  people  into  contributing 
money  for  their  missions.  We  mildly 
replied  that  these  ministers  were  men 
of  good  repute;  that  their  characters 
were  good,  their  words  worthy  of  be- 
lief; but  the  church  organ  continued  to 
assail  them,  and  exhausted  its  ample 
supply  of  billingsgate  in  denouncing 
them,  and  in  styling  this  paper  "the 
anti-Mormon  Tribune." 

Meanwhile  we  began  investigating  on 
our  own  account.  We  found  not  only 
that  the  old  polygamous  relations  had 
been  and  were  being  resumed,  but  that 
two  apostles  of  the  church — Abraham 
Cannon  and  George  Teasdale — had  en- 
tered into  new  polgamcus  relations  and 
had  not  been  called  to  account  by  the 
church.  We  found,  as  the  Presbytery 
had  charged,  that  polygamous  children 
by  the  thousands  were  being  born,  in 
spite  of  all  the  pledges  and  revelations 
and  the  statute  legitimatizing  polyga- 
mous children  up  to  a  date  named, 
which  statute  was  in  itself  a  solemn 
pledge  that  polygamous  living  had 
ceased. 
We  found  that  there  had  grown  up  in 


6 


the  church  in  certain  quarters  a  deter- 
mination not  to  observe  the  law  and 
the  pledges.  The  faction  that  Apostle 
Heber  J.  Grant  represents  seemed  to  he 
at  the  head  of  this  determination,  with 
the  News  as  its  mouthpiece.  These  fac- 
tionists  and  faith-breakers  were  out- 
spoken, first  in  denying  the  facts  as 
related  above,  and  next  in  admitting 
them  and  expressing  their  determina- 
tion to  be  a  law  unto  themselves,  as  in 
the  old  days.  Thus,  Heber  J.  Grant 
said:  "I  am  a  lawbreaker;  so  is  Bishop 
Whitney;  so  is  B.  H.  Roberts.  My 
wives  have  brought  me  only  daughters. 
I  propose  to  marry  till  I  get  wives 
who  will  bring  me  sons."  And 
afterward  he  asked,  "What  do  you  pro- 
pose to  do  about  it?"  following  this 
query  up  with  a  statement  that  he 
knew  the  peccadillos  and  vices  of  vari- 
ous leading  Gentiles  (naming  some,  and 
falsely,  too)  and  would  make  it  warm 
for  them  in  their  relations  with  their 
mistresses  if  he  were  interfered  with. 
Others,  while  not  so  outspoken,  by 
their  acts  signified  the  same  defiance 
and  determination  to  break  faith.  The 
dominant  tone  of  the  church  press  all 
through  Utah  gradually  took  on  the  old 
spirit,  and  the  open  law-breaking  and 
repudiation  of  pledges  became  notori- 
ous. 

The  nomination  and  election  of  B.  H. 
Roberts  to  Congress  precipitated  the 
crisis.  The  Tribune  begged  the  Mor- 
mon people  not  to  force  that  nomina- 
tion, yet  it  was  forced,  Apostle  Grant 
being  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the 
infamy.  We  appealed  to  the  Mormon 
voters  not  to  crown  that  infamy  with 
the  seal  of  their  approval,  warning 
them  that  Roberts* s  election  would  and 
necessarily  must  be  the  tocsin  for  the 
signal  fires  of  animosity  and  active 
hostility  to  be  lighted  against  Utah 
throughout  the  whole  land.  Our  warn- 
ing was  not  only  unheeded,  it  was 
scouted.  We  warned  them  that  it  was 
their  acts  that  would  be  the  foundation 


for  that  hostility,  and  we  were  met 
with  the  sneer  that  The  Tribune  was  a 
"storm-starter,"  when  God  knows  that 
we  wanted  no  storm,  but  begged  and 
pleaded  that  those  things  be  not  done 
that  would  start  the  storm.  All  in 
vain;  the  acts  were  done,  the  storm  was 
started,  and  the  church  organ  now  un- 
dertakes to  lay  the  blame  of  the  follies 
and  crimes  against  which  we  protested, 
at  our  doors.  All  The  Tribune  has 
ever  asked  is  that  the  laws  be  observed 
and  faith  be  kept.  During  the  few 
years  that  this  advice  was  followed, 
there  was  a  blessed  calm  in  Utah  such 
as  might  follow  the  benediction  of 
heaven;  but  when  the  return  to  old 
conditions  and  defiance  set  in,  with  the 
backing  of  the  church  organ,  then  the 
old  trouble  was  again  at  the  front.  It 
has  always  been  so;  whenever  the 
Saints  have  followed  the  News's  ad- 
vice, turmoil,  bitterness  and  the  unset- 
tlement  of  affairs  has  ensued;  never 
has  there  been  aught  but  peace  and 
prosperity  when  The  Tribune's  warn- 
ings have  been  heeded. 


All  these  things  have  given  The 
Tribune  the  right  to  be  heard.  It  has 
the  right  to  speak,  and  insist  that  the 
voice  of  good  faith  and  experience  be 
heeded.  There  was  no  doubt  in  its 
mind  that  the  keeping  of  faith  would 
bring  peace,  prosperity  and  good  will 
to  Utah;  it  did  not  doubt  that  good 
faith  was  being  observed;  that  not  only 
were  new  polygamous  marriages 
stopped,  but  that  unlawful  cohabita- 
tion had  been  given  up;  there  was  no 
doubt  of  this  in  the  words  or  testimony 
of  Presidents  Woodruff  and  Snow,  and 
other  leading  men;  no  doubt  of  it  in 
the  mind  of  President  George  Q.  Can- 
non in  his  repeated  declarations  as  to 
his  own  adhesion  to  one  wife  only,  and 
as  to  the  duty  of  other  brethren  to  do 
the  same,  often  reiterated  in  The  Trib- 
une. From  the  expressions  and 
on      the      manifesto,    testimony,    peti- 


tion  and  other  evidences,  came 
the  restoration  of  the  escheated 
property;  .  the  amnesty  proclama- 
tions of  Presidents  Harrison  and 
Cleveland,  based  especially  on  the 
abandonment  in  good  faith  of  polyg- 
amy, as  the  expressions  of  the  church 
leaders  in  every  form  pledged;  the 
granting  of  Statehood,  and  the  good  will 
and  hearty  union  of  the  people  here  in 
the  upbuilding  of  the  State.  What 
caused  the  change?  Certainly  no  change 
in  The  Tribune;  no  change  in  the 
spoken  word,  the  written  pledge,  the 
sworn  testimony.  The  only  change  was 
in  small-minded  quibblings,  narrow  de- 
finitions and  faithbreaking  lawlessness. 
To  this  latter  vicious,  narrow-minded 
defiance  of  authority,  both  church  and 
secular,  the  News  lends  itself;  it  never 
helped  toward  peace  and  candor,  to- 
ward good  will  and  good  faith,  but  was 
always  a  disturber,  relying  on  techni- 
calities, its  power  only  that  of  mean- 
spirited  jugglery  with  words  and  with 
pledged  good  faith. 

There  is  the  record.  Let  it  speak  for 
itself.  Let  any  candid  citizen  examine 
it  and  say  which  has  been  the  friend  of 
the  people,  The  Tribune  or  the  News. 
Let  any  citizen  say  whether  or  not  we 
have  the  right  to  speak  and  whether 
we  have  not  the  right  to  denounce  the 
recent  outbreak  of  old-time  bigotry 
here  as  a  shameful  reversion  to  old 
conditions,     condemned     alike     by    the 


public  sentiment  of  law-abiding  men 
and  women  here,  by  the  decent  public 
sentiment  of  the  whole  country,  and 
above  all,  by  the  united  and  emphatic 
voice  of  the  authorized  leaders  of  the 
Mormon  church,  speaking  by  revela- 
tion, under  oath  and  in  the  candor  of 
man-to-man  talks  among  their  breth- 
ren and  to  their  friends. 


The  Tribune  has  a  straight  record  all 
through;  it  has  helped  the  Saints  when 
they  were  in  trouble  as  no  other  could 
have  helped  them.  It  has  consulted 
their  best  good  in  everything  it  has 
said  and  done.  It  has  brought  them 
such  times  of  calm  as  they  have  en- 
joyed. When  they  have  listened  to  it 
they  have  been  favored;  when  they 
have  listened  to  the  deceptive  voice  of 
their  organ  they  have  got  into  trouble 
that  waxed  sorer  the  further  they  pro- 
ceeded, until  they  were  forced  to  throw 
up  their  hands  in  despair.  Let  them 
now  choose  once  more  the  course  they 
will  take.  On  the  one  side,  lawlessness, 
defiance,  pledge-breaking,  strife  and 
the  odium  of  mankind;  on  the  other, 
good  faith,  peace  and  the  confidence  of 
their  fellow-citizens  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  The  Tribune  counsels  the  lat- 
ter course,  and  has  faith  to  believe 
that  in  spite  of  narrow-minded  and  re- 
bellious bigots  they  will  follow  the 
path  of  wisdom. 


